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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The Republic of Namibia, formerly called South West Africa, is in 
southwestern Africa,  bounded on the north by Angola and Zambia, on the east 
by Botswana and on the south by South Africa, and on the west by the 
Atlantic Ocean. The capital city is Windhoek and the official language is  
English. German, Afrikaans and 11 local languages are spoken in the country.  
The official currency is the Namibian Dollar. Most of the people are 
Christians, but traditional beliefs still  plays a big role.  Namibia has a 
population of 1,670,000 people in a vast  country of 824,268 sq km (318,252 
sq miles)  
 
The 2004-2005 Namibian Country Team consists of 3 women from the most 
southern region of the country:  
 

• Fenny Shangengange – Fenny is a Primary School Principal  in the 
Region’s only harbour town, Luderitz.  

 
• Dinah Steenkamp – Dinah is an Education Officer in the Regional 

Office of the Ministry of Education in Keetmanshoop. Keetmanshoop is 
the capital  of the Region.  

 
• Maree Smit – Maree is a Regional School Counsellor in the Regional 

Office of the Ministry of Education in Keetmanshoop.  
 
To protect , defend and advocate the welfare of children everywhere in the 
world, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly of 20 November 1989. The Convention 
enters into force on 2 September 1990. By 30 November 2003, 192 nations of 
the world had ratified the Convention. Namibia ratified the Convention on 30 
September 1990. 
 
To monitor the implementation of the Convention by State Parties, the United 
Nations established the  
Committee on the Rights of the Child. All State Parties that are signatories to 
the Convention are mandated to make periodic reports to the Committee.  
(UNICEF: 1998). Namibia submitted its first report  to the Committee in 1992. 
The report covered general principles, civil rights and freedoms, the family 
environment and alternative care, basic health and welfare, education, leisure 
and cultural activities and special  protection measures (GRN: 1992).  
According to Rubenson Namibia’s next report was due in 1997 (2002: 66). 
This report is sti ll  outstanding. Since 1992, Namibia has promulgated and 
drafted for consideration a variety of legislat ions to protect the rights of 
children and to promote their welfare.  
 
Zimba and Zimba (2004:2) mentioned several legislations that have an impact 
on Namibian children:  
Enacted legislations are:  



-  Combating of Domestic Violence Act, 2003 
-  Maintenance Act,  2003 
-  Combating of Rape Act 2000 
-  Education Act, 2001 
-  Married Persons Equality Act, 1996 especially 

as it  pertains to the domicile of minor children 
and the guardianship of minor children of a 
marriage.  

-  The Criminal Procedure Amendment Act,  2003 
-  The Vulnerable Witness Act,  2004 
 

Examples of Bills  relating to children before Parl iament are:  
-  The Children’s Status Bill  

 
-  The Labour Bill  

 
Examples of bills on children that  either are under discussion by stakeholders 
or are being prepared by legal drafters:  

-  The Child Care and Protection Bill  
-  The Child Justice Bil l 
-  The Divorce Bill  
 
2. PURPOSE 

 
The general purpose of this project was to sensitise stakeholders on the Child 
Rights Convention, to investigate the present stance of Child Rights in 
Namibian schools and to lobby for improvement where there are st ill  
shortcomings in implementation. As the Convention has 52 Articles, the team 
specifically focused on Article 28, with specific reference to (a) and (e):  
 
1. State Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view 
to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity,  
they shall  in particular:  
 
(a) Make primary education compulsory and available   
     free to all ;  
(b) Encourage the development of different forms of  
     secondary education, including general and  
     vocational education, make them available and  
     accessible to every child, and take appropriate  
     measures such as the introduction of free education  
     and offering financial assistance in case of need; 
(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis  
     of capacity by every appropriate means; 
(d) Make educational and vocational information and  
     guidance available and accessible to all children; 
 
 
(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance and the reduction of  
dropout rates at  schools 



 
2.  State part ies shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that  
school discipline is  administered in a manner consistent with the child’s 
human dignity and in conformity with the present Convention. 
 

3. RATIONALE 
 
The Namibian Consti tution – Article 20 (2) states:  

• Primary education shall  be compulsory and the State shall provide 
reasonable facili ties to render effective this right for every resident 
within Namibia, by establishing and maintaining State schools at  
which primary education will  be provided free of charge.  

 
The Education Act – Article 59 (2) states:  

• Non-payment of the school development fund contribution in  
respect of any learner is not sufficient reason for withholding a 
report.  

 
Ministerial letters to parents/guardians and principals of schools states that:  
“The School Development Fund or school uniform should not be used as a 
condition to admit  learners to a public school.  
 
Notwithstanding abovementioned legislation,  withholding of examination 
reports due to learners not making a full contribution to the School 
Development Fund is however a common practice.  Several children drop out 
of school because they cannot afford to pay their School Development Fund. 
Principals turn Orphans and Vulnerable Children away because of their 
inability to pay school fees.  
 
 
Corporal punishment is also still  administered in Namibian schools, although 
prohibited by the Education Act.  

 
4. OBJECTIVES 

 
The specific objectives of the team were:  
 

• To encourage the Ministry to progress in the direction of primary 
education free of charge.  

 
• To sensitize partners in education on CRC 

 
• To take measures to encourage regular at tendance at school and the 

reduction of dropout rates.  
 

5. METHODOLOGY 
 

On the return of the team from Sweden in October 2004 we had a meeting 
with the Karas Regional Educational Office staff:  



• To give feedback on the visi t to Sweden and to explain about 
conditions in Swedish schools 

• To compare Swedish schools with Namibian schools with specific 
reference to free and compulsory education 

• To get  input on the choice of a project topic 
        
The team met in November 2004 to:  
  -  compile an Action Plan 
  -  compile Questionnaires for parents and teachers.  The project was piloted 
in 3 urban and 3 rural schools. Each team member took responsibility for 1 
urban and 1 rural school.  
 
 
 
At the pilot schools,  team members interviewed principals to get information 
on schools, to give information on the project and to arrange meetings with 
parents and teachers.  
 
The team had meetings with teachers and parents at the 6 pilot schools.  The 
meetings started with a sensitization session on Child Rights. Teacher 
questionnaires and parent questionnaires were completed at  the meetings. The 
last part of the meetings was devoted to questions. In question time some 
more information was given and some issues were clarified.  
 
In November 2004, one team member took part in syllabus writing for the 
subject Life Skills at the National Institute for Educational Development.  
Through this action, it  was ensured that Child Rights was included as a topic 
in Life Skills syllabuses for Grades 5 to 10. 
 
This team member also met with an Education Officer responsible for Human 
Rights and Democracy at the National Institute for Educational Development.  
A discussion was held on the inclusion of Human Rights and Democracy as a 
cross curricular topic.  
 
One team member had 2 workshops with teacher college lecturers at the 
National Institute for Educational Development. Child Rights, Learner-
Centred Education and Discipline were some of the workshop topics.  
 
Two team members met with Junior Town Councillors to get their perspective 
on the role of the Junior Town Council . The meeting also aimed to determine 
the involvement of the Junior Town Council  in the  
management of the town. The Junior Town Council was considered as a 
measure to give children a voice in community matters.  
    
Meetings were held with the Chief Executive Officer of the Keetmanshoop 
Local Authority Council and the Mayor of the Local Authority Council of 
Luderitz. During the meetings team members endeavoured to get the  
perspectives of Local Authority Councils on Child Rights. Partnerships 
between the team and the Local Authority Councils were established in the 
raising of awareness and the application of the CRC in the community.  



The team met with the Legal Assistance Centre Head in Keetmanshoop to 
discuss and share experiences on the management of an art  competit ion for 
learners on the   
CRC. The Legal Assistance Centre has some experience in this regard, as they 
previously conducted an art competit ion on the CRC for schools.  
 
One team member had a meeting with the UNICEF Child Rights Officer in 
Windhoek to explore their role in the application of the CRC. 
 
Two team members met with the Early Childhood Development National 
Coordinator (Education for All Committee). The discussion was on the 
integration of ECD in formal Education. The advantages and disadvantages of 
such an action were discussed. 
 
One team member met with officials of the Ministry of Gender Equality and 
Child Welfare. During this meeting, a National Child Census was introduced 
in order to get proper stat istics on children in Namibia. These statistics will  
include information on school attendance. 
 
One team member had an interview with the Social Worker in Luderitz.  
During this meeting, her knowledge and awareness of the CRC were 
determined.  
 
In Luderitz one team member had interviews with street children to find out 
what their reasons are for not attending school. In Keetmanshoop one team 
member organised an excursion for school dropouts. They were taken back to 
school,  where they did some fun activit ies.  They completed a questionnaire 
on their circumstances and the reason for school dropout. In the process 
principals, teachers and learners were sensitized on the needs of street  
children.  
 
One team member at tended the Launch of the State of the World’s Children 
Report presented by UNICEF in Luderitz. The member reported to the team 
on the status of Namibian children. Through this report, i t  was possible to 
determine the needs of the country to improve the quality of life for children 
in Namibia.  
 
One team member attended the National Conference on Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children. At this Conference,  a Policy was launched on Orphans 
and other Vulnerable Children. 
 
During the visit of the team’s mentor in July 2005, all pilot schools were 
visited.  A meeting was held in Keetmanshoop with principals,  teachers and 
learners of all local  schools. The focus during these visi ts  was mainly on 
class visits, in order to evaluate the application of Child Rights in the 
classroom.  
 
Furthermore, the team and the team’s mentor paid a visit  to the National 
Insti tute for Educational Development. We met with several education 
officers working with Human Rights as a cross-curricular topic.  We also met 



with the education officer for student teacher training. We had discussions on 
the inclusion of Child Rights in the curricula of schools and teacher colleges.   
 
Moreover, the mentor and the team had an interview with a Senior Official in 
the Head Office of the Ministry of Education in Windhoek. During the 
interview, compulsory and free education was the main discussion point .  
 
Finally,  the team had a meeting with the Local Authority Council and 
principals in Luderitz. Several issues concerning children were discussed and 
the team pledged their cooperation in council activities. The same meeting 
was organised in Keetmanshoop for Local and Regional Authorities. None of 
the authorities turned up at the meeting. 
 
 

6. RESULTS 
 
6.1 Meeting with Karas Regional Educational Office    
      Staff: 
 
After staff members were informed on the stance of 
Education and Child Rights in Sweden, they realised 
that  there are sti ll  a lot of challenges in Namibian 
Education that need to be tackled. There were 
however a few staff members who considered the 
Swedish education system as a far-fetched dream. 
They felt comfortable with education as i t  is in 
Namibia and do not want to change anything. 
 
6.2 Planning meeting – November 2004 
 
Pilot schools were identified and 1 rural  and 1 urban school were allocated to 
each team member. An Action Plan was compiled.  Two questionnaires on the 
attitude of teachers and parents on child related issues were designed. 
 
6.3 Interviews with Pilot School Principals 
 
Principals were informed about the Child Rights Project and their selection as 
pilot schools. They provided the team with some general information on their 
schools.  They were eager to organize an event for team members to meet  
with their teachers and parents.  
 
6.4 Meetings with teachers and parents 
 
All meetings at pilot  schools were well  attended by teachers and parents. The 
CRC was explained to the meeting. After a brainstorm session on the rights of 
children, they were amazed to discover that they are already busy to 
implement certain aspects of the Convention. There were some complaints 
about the abolishment of corporal  punishment.  Teachers and parents 
completed the questionnaire. The results were:  
 



Parents: 19 Parents part icipated  
 
In general urban and rural parents are aware of the rights of children. 

• 37% feels that children should not be part of decision making in the 
household.   

• 32% feels that schools have the right to hold back performance 
reports if the School Development Fund is not paid.  

Parents view a child as: A Gift from God, who should be looked after.  
 
 
 
 
The reasons parents gave for children leaving school early were:  
Poverty,  Disobedience, Teenage Pregnancy, Learning Disabilities,  Lack of 
Parental Care, Negative Peer Pressure, Alcoholic Parents and Being 
Orphaned. 
 
Teachers: 56 teachers part icipated 

• 56% feels that  they have no responsibility towards a learner’s 
academic performance. 

• 26% still  feels that  a learner should listen quietly in class, not  
interrupting the teacher with contributions.  

• 38% feels that less able learners should attend a separate school.  
• 41% does not want education to be free.  
• 43% feels that verbal abuse is  not equal to physical abuse. They felt 

that  verbal abuse is more acceptable than physical  abuse.  
• 38% still  discriminate against minority groups.  
• 52% feels uncomfortable with the presence of children in conflict  

with the law.  
Teachers rate their knowledge of CRC from average to good.      
Reasons given by teachers for learners leaving school early,  are:                 -   
Distance to school 

-  Lack of School Development Fund and school 
uniform 

-  Lack of Parental  Care 
-  Lack of motivation 
-  Negative Peer Pressure 
-  Being orphaned 
-  Poverty 
-  Poor academic performance 
-  Unfriendly school environment 
-  Violence and alcohol abuse at home 
-  Children affected by HIV and              

AIDS 
 
6.5 School visits in July 2005 
 
During the visits of the mentor and the team to pilot schools, several class 
visits were done. In most of the classes learner-centred seating arrangements 
were observed. Several learner-centred activities were observed. There were 



however some smaller issues at individual schools that  were observed as not  
very child-sensitive.  These issues were discussed with principals during the 
visits .  
 
6.6 Meeting with teachers and learners in Keetmanshoop 
 
The meeting was very fruitful and several issues related to Child Rights were 
discussed. Learners also took the opportunity to discuss several issues about 
their teachers that  are bothering them. It was evident that learners were aware 
of their responsibilit ies towards their education. They however fel t that they 
are not respected as human beings if teachers use cell phones,   smoke and eat  
in classrooms. 
 
6.7 Syllabus writing activity in 2004 
 
The Life Skills syllabuses for Grade 5 to 7 with Child Rights as one of the 
topics were piloted in schools this year. The syllabuses, Grades 5 to 10 will be 
implemented in schools in 2007.  
 
6 .8 Meeting on Human Rights and Democracy in NIED  
 
Human Rights and Democracy as a cross-curricular topic was piloted at some 
schools in Namibia in 2005. After this program alterations will be made, for 
implementation in 2006. 
 
 
6.9 Workshops with Teacher College Lecturers 
 
As College Lecturers are not directly in contact with children, they are not 
very sensitive on child issues.  
They were very resistant to discipline,  without corporal punishment. Their 
knowledge on the Teachers Code of Conduct was very outdated. They are 
therefore not really equipped to sensitize student teachers on Child Rights.  A 
lot more sensitization and awareness raising is necessary amongst college 
lecturers.  
 
 
 
6.10 Meeting with staff at NIED 
 
The mentor and the team attended a meeting at the National Institute for 
Educational Development. The Staff is very much aware of the CRC. There 
are several projects to sensitize teachers on Human Rights and Democracy.  
The absence of Child Rights issues in Teachers College Syllabuses is however 
an alarming fact.  
 
6.11 Meeting at Head Office of the Ministry of Education 
 
The official, the mentor and the team met, was well prepared for the 
interview. His excuses for the delay in  



the implementation of a National School Development Fund, which will be 
able to refund schools for children  
who cannot pay school fees,  was vague. According to this official free 
education means the provision of a teacher, a classroom and stationary.  He 
explained that the Ministry is not enforcing school attendance, as school 
attendance is not possible everywhere in the country.  He considered the word 
“compulsory” as irrelevant in the Namibia’s constitution. 
 
6.11 Meeting with Junior Town Council lors 
 
It  was discovered that the Junior Town Council was just a body in name. It  
was not functional and they were  
 
never allowed to attend a Local Authority Council meeting. They never 
received any assistance and were not sure about their role.  
 
6.12 Meetings with Local Authority Councillors 
 
The meetings with the Local Authority Councillors in Luderitz were very 
fruitful.  They addressed several  child related issues at  Luderitz schools. The 
main discussion was on the limited classroom and movement space at the 
primary and secondary school in the town. At the primary school the lack of 
space resulted in the inability of teachers to do physical training with 
learners. Several learners are experiencing motor development problems, 
which teachers cannot attend to,  due to limited space.  
 
6.13 Meeting with the Legal Assistance Centre 
 
As the Legal Assistance Centre was previously involved in a Regional Art  
Competition in schools on the topic of Child Rights, the Head could share 
with us the strategies he used. During the competit ion, he concluded that  
children do not have much knowledge of Child Rights. He was able to give 
the team some valuable information on how to administer the art  competit ion.  
 



6.14 Meeting with UNICEF 
 
It  was a surprise to find that UNICEF has a specific officer who deals with 
Child Rights. UNICEF had a lot of information material  available on Child 
Rights. UNICEF even initiated and funded a study on the compliance of  
Namibian legislation to the CRC. UNICEF now started a program on training 
parents on the rights of the child.  
 
 
6.15 Meeting with National Early Childhood Coordinator 
 
Communities are advocating strongly for Early Childhood Development being 
again under the control of the Ministry of Education. This will enable more 
children to attend pre-primary education. It  wil l also help children to be more 
prepared for formal education and prevent the early dropout from school. It  
will improve the quality of pre-primary education.  
 
6.16 Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare  
 
The National Child Census was piloted. The Ministry has now done the 
necessary alterations to the Census Form. They will now train people to 
conduct the survey in 2006.  
 
6.17 Meeting with Social Worker in Luderitz 
 
There is currently a very close cooperation between the Social Worker and 
schools in Luderitz. She especially assisted schools in cases of learners with 
poor school attendance. 
 
6.18 Street Children 
 
Through the talks and questionnaires with street children, it  was noticed that 
many street children mentioned their inability to pay school fees as a reason 
for leaving school. The lack of parental  care should also be mentioned here. 
Although parents cannot afford to pay school fees, they do not take the 
trouble to negotiate with schools on the payment of school fees. They rather 
allow the child to leave school and through this create a new generation 
living in poverty.   
 
 
6.19 State of the World’s Children Report 
 
According to the report , Namibia is seen as a lower middle-income country.  
Their level of deprivation among children is similar to countries from the 
low-income group (Bellamy, 2004:23). Therfore, a lot is  st ill  needed to be 
done to improve the quality of life of children in Namibia  
 



6.20 Orphans and other Vulnerable Children 
 
With a policy on Orphans and Vulnerable Children the group is no longer so 
vulnerable. Some measures were put in place to protect the interest of this 
group of children. 
 

7. ANALYSIS  AND OUTCOME  
 
 Le ga l l y  i t  ap p e a rs  a s  i f  N ami b i a  h as  l a r ge l y c o m pl i e d  w i t h  A r t i c l e  28  o f  

t h e  C RC,  l oo k in g  a t  t h e  p r ov i s i on s  o f  t he  N a mi b i an  Co ns t i t u t i on  a n d  
t h e  Ed u c a t i on  A c t  o f  2 00 1 .  

 
 T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w eve r ,  a  nu mb e r  o f  i s s u es  t h a t  s t i l l  ne e d s  a t t en t io n .  

A l t ho u gh  2 00 1  s t a t i s t i c s  sh o we d  th a t  8 9 %  o f  ch i ld r en  a ge d  7 - 13  w e r e  i n  
s c ho o l ,  66 %  o f  t ho s e  i n  G r ad e  6  c ou ld  n o t  r e a d  p r o f i c i e n t l y  a n d  a r e  
m o re  l i k e l y n o t  t o  c om pl e t e  t h e i r  s c ho o l  ed u c a t i on .  T h i s  an d  o t he r  
i s s u es  c omm un i ca t e  t h e  m ess a ge  t h a t  a l t ho u gh  th e r e  i s  l eg i s l a t i o n ,  t h e re  
i s  s t i l l  ga p s  i n  t he  e du c a t io n  s ys t e m .  N o t wi t hs t a nd ing ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  on  
ex e mpt io ns  on  S c ho o l  D ev e lo pm en t  Fu n d  a  nu mb e r  o f  l ea r n e r s  a r e  s t i l l  
u n ab l e  t o  a t t e nd  s ch o o l  du e  t o  t h e  f a i l u re  t o  p a y t h e  v a r i ou s  f e es .  T he  
N a t i on a l  Ed u c a t i on  D e v e l opm e n t  Fund  a s  m en t io n ed  i n  t h e  Ed u c a t i on  
A c t  i s  s t i l l  no t  a c t i v e .  T h i s  fu nd  i s  s u pp os e d  t o  r e fun d  s ch oo l s  f o r  
l e a rn e r s  wh o  a r e  ex e m pt ed  f r om  S ch oo l  De v e l opm e n t  Fu nd .  T he r e  i s   

 
       a l s o  a  c on t ra d i c t i on  be tw e e n  t h e  N am ib i a n  C on s t i t u t i o n  a nd  t he  

E d uc a t io n  A c t .  W h i l e  t h e  C on s t i t u t i o n  m e n t i on s  f r ee  e d u c a t i on ,  t he  
E d uc a t io n  A c t  on ly  m e n t io ns  t ha t  t he  p a ym e n t  o f  Sc hoo l  D e v e lo pm e n t  
Fu n d  c a nn o t  b e  f o r c ed .  I t  b e ca me  e v i d en t  t h a t  pa r e n t s  s e e  t he  
i mp or t an c e  o f  S ch oo l  D ev e l op me n t  Fun d ,  b u t  b ec a us e  t he y  a r e  n o t  ab l e  
t o  pa y i t ,  t h e y j u s t  i gn o re  i t .  T e ac h e rs  d o  n o t  w an t  ed u c a t io n  t o  b e  f r e e ,  
a s  t h e y s e e  f r e e  ed u c a t i on  a s  an  i n f lux  o f  mo r e  l e a r ne r s  i n to  s ch oo l s ,  
w h ic h  wi l l  r e s u l t e d  f o r  t he m  i n  ov e r c ro w d ed  c l as s r oom s .  T e a c h er s  know 
h o w l im i t ed  t h e  r e s ou r c es  a r e  w h i ch  th e y r e c e i v e  f rom  go ve r nm en t .  
T h e y a r e  s c a r e d  th a t  t h e  s t a t i on a r y c o n t r i bu t io n  o f  t he  Mi n i s t r y  w i l l  
e v e n  r ed u c e ,  i f  e duc a t i on  s ho u l d  be c om e  f r e e .  

       
       A l th ou gh  p r im a r y s c h o o l  ed u c a t i on  i s  c om pul so r y,  t he r e  i s  no  p r ov i s io n  

i n  t h e  Edu ca t i on  Ac t  o n  m an d a to r y s c h o o l  a t t en da n c e  a nd  i t  s e em s  a s  i f  
t h e  Mi n i s t r y  i s  eve n  e a ge r  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t h e  wo r d  “ co mp ul so r y”  i n  t h e  
C on s t i t u t i o n .   

 
 T h e  re qu i re m en t  i n  A r t i c l e  2 8  o f  t h e  C R C  o f  m a k in g  h igh e r  e du c a t ion  

a c c e s s ib l e  t o  a l l ,  ba s e d  o n  c ap a c i t y  h a s  no t  ye t  b e e n  c om pl i e d  wi t h  b y 
N a mi b i a  du e  t o  a  l a c k  o f  f i n an c i a l  r e s ou r c es .  P r es e n t l y ,  t h e  d em an d  fo r  
l o an s  t o  s tu d y a t  t e r t i a r y i n s t i t u t i o ns  o u t s t r i p s  t h e  n umb e r  o f  l o a ns  t he  
S t a t e  i s  a b l e  t o  p rov id e .  

 
 A l t ho u gh  t h e  C RC  r e q u i r es  f r om  a  S t a t e  t o  m a k e  e d u c a t i on a l  a nd  

v o c a t i on a l  i n f o r ma t i on  a nd  gu id an ce  a v a i l ab l e  t o  a l l  c h i ld r e n ,  t h e  



p os i t i on s  o f  gu i d an c e  t e a c h er s  w e r e  a b o l i sh e d  f r o m  s c hoo l  
e s t a b l i sh m en t s .  

 
 T e a c h er s  an d  p a r e n t s  i n  N ami b i a  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  co mf o r t ab l e  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  

c o r po r a l  pu n i shm en t .  T he y s t i l l  nee d  s om e  co n f id e nc e  t o  t a c k l e  
d i s c i p l i n e  wi th  d i sc i p l i n e  f ro m wi t h i n .  

 
       Ch i ld r e n  i n  N a mi b i a  a r e  o f t en  s t i l l  v i e we d  a s  ob j e c t  b y p a r e n t s  an d  

t e a ch e r s  an d  no t  a s  su b j e c t s ,  w ho  h a v e  th e i r  o w n  r i gh t s .  
 
 T h e  t e am i s  o f  t he  op in io n  t h a t  N am ib i a  h a s  m a d e  a  l o t  o f  p ro gr e s s  

t o wa r ds  t h e  goa l  o f  c o mpl yi n g  w i t h  t he  r e qu i re m en t s  o f  t h e  Co nv en t i on  
o n  th e  Ri gh ts  o f  th e  Ch i ld .  N a mi b i a  h a s  pu t  i n  p l a c e  s om e  l e g i s l a t i o ns  
a im e d  a t  p ro t e c t in g  i t s  c h i l d r e n  an d  e nh an c in g  th e i r  w e l l - b e in g .  
A l t ho u gh  Na mi b i a  h a s  s om e  w el l - f o rm ul a t e d  l a ws  i n  p l a c e ,  t he  
a p p l i c a t i o n  a nd  en fo r c em e n t  o f  l aw s  s t i l l  n e ed  a  l o t  o f  a t t e n t io n .  

 
8 .  I ND I CAT IO NS  FO R  T HE FU T URE 

 
       T h e  t e a m wi l l  c o n t i nu e  w i th  t h e i r  w o rk  o n  CRC .  T h e  w o rk  t he y h a v e  

d o ne  i n  p i l o t  s cho o l s  wi l l  b e  co n t in u ed  i n  a l l  o th e r  s c ho o l s  i n  t he  
r e g i on .  Th e  t ea m  w i l l  a l s o  j o i n  h a nd s  wi t h  t h e  pa r t i c ip a n t ,  wh o  i s  i n  
t r a i n i n g  a t  p r es e n t .  T h i s  wi l l  s t r en g t he n  t h e  t ea m a nd  wi l l  r em o ve  t he  
s t i gm a  o f  a n  “ a l l  wo m en  t e am . ”  T he  t e a m  d id  r ec e iv e  s ev e r a l  qu es t i ons  
o n  th e  co mpi l a t i on  o f  t h e i r  t ea m.  I t  s e e ms  as  i f  t h e  a l l  w om en  
c o n t i n ge n t  w a s  t h r ea t e n in g  to  s om e t e ac h e r s .  

 
 T h e  t e am  en v i s a ge  c o n t i nu in g  wi th  t h e i r  p l a n  t o  ha v e  a n  a r t  com p et i t i o n  

i n  s ch oo l s  on  CRC .  Th e  t e am  a l r ead y m a n a ge d  to  ge t  h o l d  o f  s om e  
p r i z e s  f o r  t h e  co mpe t i t i on .  

 
 T h e  t e am  i s  o f  op i n i on  t h a t  t h e y n e v e r  wi l l  b e  a b l e  aga i n  t o  r em ain  

s i l en t  on  c h i l d  r i gh t s  i s su e s .  Th e  t ea m  f o r es e es  t h a t  t h e i r  w o rk  w i th  
CR C wi l l  go  f r om  s t r en g t h  t o  s t r en g t h .  
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